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A Study of Museum Idea before Modern Times and
History of a Modern Museum Establishment (The First Part)
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Message from UNESCO to the Kyoto
Conference 1990

—As it is well known, these three capital cities
are rich of cultural and natural heritage as
well as of man-made landscape, all of which
constitutes an irreplaceable legacy belonging
to all humankind.

Moreover, the humanity has appreciated
that the authorities and the citizens have
preserved and presented these heritage of
universal value.

As you are aware, the General conference
(the United Nations Educational,
scientific and Cultural Organization) has
adopted three Conventions and ten
Recommendations  Concerning  the

of Unesco

safeguarding of cultural heritage. The most
important ones are:

+ the World Cultural and Natural Heritage
convention adopted in 1972;

- the 1962 Recommendation concerning the
Safeguarding of the Beauty and Character
of Landscapes and Site;

- the 1968 Recommendation concerning the
Preservation of the Cultural Property
Endangered by Public or private Works;

- the 1976 Recommendation concerning the
Safeguarding and Contemporary Role of
Historic Areas.

Furthermore, the United Nations and
Unesco launched in 1988 the world Decade
for cultural Development with the aims in
particular that the cultural and natural
heritage of the world be Safeguarded and
presented effectively in the present society
and that all of the people: youth, women and
old people especially, participate actively in
the P;'esenbday cultural life.—
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Message from UNESCO to the Nara
Conference 1992

—As you are already aware, the General
Conference of Unesco has adopted three
conventions and 10 recommendations
concerning the safeguarding of cultural
heritage. The most important of these are the
World Cultural and Natural Heritage
Convention adopted in 1972 which calls for
international co-operation for the protection of
the cultural heritage of man kind as well as
the protection of the natural heritage.

The 1962 Recommendation concerning the
Safeguarding of the Beauty and Character of
Landscapes and Sites is concerned with the
preservation and restoration of landscapes and
sites reminding us of their aesthetic and
scientific importance as well as the role they
play in the living condition of the general
public.

The 1968 Recommendation concerning the
Preservation of the Cultural Property
Endangered by Public or Private Works
recognizes the necessity to harmonize the
preservation of cultural heritage with the
changes necessitaled by social and economic
development. It calls for an inventory of
important cultural property with those items
situated in areas where they may be
endangered by public or private works as a
priority.

Finally, the 1976 Recommendation
Safeguarding and
Contemporary Role of Historic Areas

concerning the

recognizes that the survival or historic areas is
of capital importance to every people seeking
to preserve their true cultural dimension.—
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Message from UNESCO to the Kyoto
Conference 1994

—Itis strongly hoped that more sites in Japan,
in particular, some of the irreplaceable
historic urban quarters in these cities can be
included in the list in the near future, bearing
in mind the fact that they show clearly to the
world community how a unique civilization
has developed and maintained harmony with
its modern development in this part of the
world. The evidence of active cultural
exchange between the east and the west
throughout its history is also widely
recognizes. Probably certain traditional
technologies such as ancient urban planning
and landscaping no longer exist, except in
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Japan,

Therefore, safeguarding the historic value
of the urban heritage and environment in
question is a task of the people of Japan and
the world.

Congresses like the present one organized
with the initiative taken by enlightened
citizens and specialists will no doubt
encourage the general public and the
authorities concerned in seeking consensus
on the issue how to harmonize heritage and
environmental conservation vis-a-vis urban
development in these cities. At the same time,
since proceeding the relevant issue will be
beyond the means at the disposal of these
cities, it should also be dealt with at the
national level. For this reason it is strongly
hoped that the outcome of the present
conference will be put to the
acknowledgement of the national and
municipal authorities concerned.

Furthemore, should the authorities
concerned agree, Unesco is ready to
reactivate its collaboration in the appropriate
safeguarding of the heritage and environment
in the relevant historic cities.—
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Message from UNESCO to the Kamakura
Conference 1996
—]Japan is a nation with a proud heritage and
a long traditional of respect for the past which
is a constant source of guidance and
inspiration in the present. Japanese traditions
reflect an abiding veneration for nature, a
quality evident in Japanese art and
architecture from their earliest beginnings.
Since ancient times in the Emperor's palace,
the residences of the aristocracy, Buddhist
and Shinto architecture, fortresses built by
chieftains-form,  structure,
construction, colouring and painting
techniques have been developed, producing a
great variety of architectural styles and
expressions representing the rich history of
Japan's cultural heritage.

The three ancient capital cities of Nara,

warrior

Kyoto and Kamakura have played a vital role
in the development of Japanese civilization.
Almost everywhere, the heritage from the
past-palaces, places of worship, fortifications,
simple dwellingstestifies to thorough
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planning, respect for the environment,
innovative architecture and an abundant
wealth of art. Today, these three cities are just
as important as they were in the past-historic
centres and districts being treated both with a
view to protecting the cultural heritage and
the context of general urban development.

People involved at local level should be
encouraged to participate in development
and management of urban policies. Protection
of historic monuments should be intimately
linked to daily life in the neighbourhood.

The future development, management and
planning of urban and civil centres and places
with a unique identity such as the three
ancient capital cities of Japan, will require the
close co-operation of national and local
authorities as well as the inhabitants.

Nara, Kyoto and Kamakura are symbols of
the cultural and national identity of Japan;
they should be used as examples for new
cultural creations.—
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