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Methods for Preservmg The Immovable Features of Prehistoric Sites
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Archaealogical remains are generally classified as movable arrifacts and immovable [ea-

remains and discuss

tures. In this report we illustrate ways for preserving the immovahle

the necessity of these for providing balanced muscum exhibits. Unfortunately, in Japan the

abjectives of archaeological excavation did not include the preservation of immovable features

until very recently, as compared with other countries, resulting in a lack of specialists and

the slow development of the methods required for preserving such remains. There are three
ways to preserve an immovable feature intact: by making & replica which does not damage
the original object, by making peels to which only the surface of the feature adheres, and
by making laser holographs of the leature. So far we have used the first

Jomaon sites. We have

method to preserve
clusters of burnt pebbles in Preceramic sites and dwelling pits in
used the second method to preserve the stratigraphic profiles of Jomon pits and shellmounds
and: the natural layers of geological and archaealogical sites. Laser holography has not yet

been tried. These replicas and peels now give more realism to the exbidits in archacolo

and historical museums and preserve additional data for gencral education and later research.
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A New Method for Reconstructing Archaeological Objects

— Particularly Pottery —
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Everyone who engages in museum work finds it necessary at one time or anoth-

er to reconstruct broken archacological obiects. Despite the ubiquity of this need,

present methods are not wholly satisfactory, especially with regard to the recon-

struction of pottery.
missing parts of broken clay vessels.
weight,
numhber of other

works quite well,

Plaster is the most widely used material for filling in the

But plaster has several inherent problems :
lack of durability and difficulty in coloring. We have experimented with a
materials and found that a commen car putty, New Fighter 5 No.28,

The photographs with this report illustrate several examples of

vessels at different stages during the process of reconstruction.
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Archaeological Excavation Based on a Museological Concept

— Suzuki Site, a Case Study —

& W # B8

Yoshiaki Kanayama
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Most archeeclogical excavations in Japan today are salvage projects conducted in advance
of major construction. The excavation of the Suzuki site is one such project. Salvage work
iz usually chardcterized by simple excavation without academic inclinations, Planning, time
and stafll are seldom adequate. But at the Suzuki site in Kodaira City, Tokyo, we attempted

to da the work based on a museclogical concept. In other words, education was emphasized.

Tours of the-excavation were conducted, students were trained, exhibitions held and ﬂ‘lide-
hooks published. In addition, a l6-mm film was made showing the excavation, analysis and
interpretations of the site. Such an approach to excavation is necessary il the gf.'nm'a] pub -

lic is to understand the importance of cur buried cultural heritage.
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History of "The Ise Jingu Agricultural Museum”

L2
% OB OH —

Ken’ichi  Yano

1, Loz 5. ¥EHED L 71 5 5
2. BEfENSTERZT 6. EENHFAEER
3, HpFBOHLE 7. BHDIZ

4. BEMED i

“The Ise Jingu Agricultural Muscum™ is located in [se City, Mie DPrefecture, in west-
ern Japan. Its exhibits emphasize agricultural, marine and forestry products. At the time it
was founded by Yoshio Tanaka nearly 100 years ago, the idioa of 2 musuem was as a place
to promote the development of industry, in contrast to the modern concept of a museum as a
means of public education. Yoshio Tanaka's interest in establishing the museum stemmed
[rom his position in the government. Neverthless, he proved to he a highly skilled and inna-
vative curater, a fact that is readily apparent in the way he classified and analyzed the ma-
terials in the collection, and set up the displays. The present essay discusses the founding

of the museum and the activities of Baron Tanaka.
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The Bushu Historical and Folklore Museum .

H # 2 58

Takamasa Shirai
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There are many kinds of muscums, fram both the point of view of ownership and
content, The Busho Museum was established on November 23 1978 under privite owner-
ship, for the purpese of collecting, storing and exhiditing local cultural properties.
shaw the implements and techniques used in pre-Modern times to till the soil and to make
noodles.  among other aspects of local life. In the future we hope to salve many of orr
budgetary and curatorial problems and to improve our ability to illuminate local culture
and history. Part of this work will include conducting tours, such as the one last vear

riven to 124 students from the Dursuma Women's Collowe.
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