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Urbanization and the Shinto-shrine

——A Case Study of the Asahi Inari-shrine of Ginza——
Kenji Ishii

By use of the example of the Asahi Inari Shrine in the Ginza district, the
change and adaptation of Shinto shrines as they attempt to maintain a ‘close
connection with the local society in the midst of the tremendous post-war
urbanization will be made clear. In the urbanization of the late 50’s and early 60’s
the Asahi Inari Shrine found the foundation of its existence threatened by the
appearance of office buildings in the area and the movement of the local
population to the suburbs. In the midst of this situation the Asahi Inari Shrine
was able to secure a stable economic foundation by itself becoming an office
building, and thus remains as a symbol of the local shrines which are continuing
to collapse. Since becoming an office building, visitors to the shrine have shown
an increase over the previous levels, and the shrine precincts are bustling with
activity. However, the shrine possesses no precinct grounds and consists instead of
a hall of worship bored out of a portion of the building and an inner shrine located
on the roof of the building, a form which is far removed from the traditonal style
of shrine. As the rate of urbanization is expected to continue at an accelerated
pace, the problems posed by the Asahi Inari Shrine to the Shinto world are

significant.
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